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Prof. Henryk Kozłowski, Ph. D. 

Member of the Council

of the National Science Centre
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RESEARCH FUNDING IN 

POLAND
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RESEARCH FUNDING IN POLAND

Strategic & executive level

MINISTRY OF SCIENCE

AND HIGHER EDUCATION (MNiSW)

MINISTRY’S

PROGRAMMES

AND AWARDS

BASIC RESEARCH APPLIED RESEARCH

NATIONAL SCIENCE CENTRE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Executive agency level
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RESEARCH IN THE 2016 

NATIONAL BUDGET

1 Euro = 4,1749

40%

5%

39%

15%

1%
Statutory funding for
universities

Research dissemination
activities

International cooperation

National Centre for Research
and Development (NCBR)

National Science Centre

Other

PLN 346 M 

(€ 82,9 M)

1%

MNiSW

PLN 7 BN

(€ 1.7 BN)

PLN 1 BN 

(€ 245,8 M)

PLN 2,7 BN

(€ 650,2 M)

PLN 2,8 BN 

(€ 675,1 M)

PLN 52,6 M (€ 12,6 M)

PLN 40 M (€ 9,6 M)



ABOUT

THE NCN
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

The National Science Centre (NCN) is a government executive agency set

up to fund basic research.

Basic research is original experimental or theoretical research work that

strives to expand knowledge of the fundamentals of phenomena and

observable facts. It is not intended to have any direct commercial

application or use.

NCN regularly publishes calls for proposals for research projects,

fellowships and post doctoral internships. Each researcher, regardless of

their age, expertise, degree and field of study, will find a scheme that

matches their needs among the NCN’s calls.

NCN monitors the progress of research projects financed under its

funding schemes.
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MISSION

Improving the quality of research in 

Poland by means of a competition

-based system of funding 

opportunities, furthering the 

advancement of Polish research 

on the international arena.
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OBJECTIVES

 Financing the best projects in the 

area of basic research.

 Supporting researchers starting 

their career in research.

 Supporting researchers wanting to 

establish new research teams, 

including interdisciplinary 

endeavours capable of competing 

on the global stage.

 Creating new employment 

opportunities in research projects.

 Inspiring international cooperation 

in research.



ORGANISATION

NCN COUNCIL

is a policy body consisting of 24 distinguished researchers selected from

candidates appointed by Polish scientific institutions. The Council sets

priority areas in basic research, decides on the type of programmes,

specifies call regulation and selects members of the Expert Teams who

are responsible for research proposal evaluations.

NCN DIRECTOR

is responsible for financial management as well as correct and efficient

completion of NCN tasks. The Director is in charge of international

cooperation and acts as a legal representative on behalf of the Centre.
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ORGANISATION

NCN OFFICE

is responsible for processing calls for proposals and organising

meetings for experts at the peer review evaluation stage. The Office

provides suport to the applicants and answers their queries and handles

the administrative and financial affairs of the NCN.

NCN COORDINATORS

are scientific officers responsible for organising and conducting calls for

proposals for research projects. Their responsibilities also include

evaluation of the impartiality of the peer review process. Coordinators

work within NCN three units: Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, Life

Sciences, and Physical Sciences and Engineering. They are selected by

the NCN Council and must have at least a PhD.
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NATIONAL SCIENCE CENTRE’S

FUNDING SCHEMES
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CALLS
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POST-DOC RESEARCHERS

PRELUDIUM ETIUDA

SONATA SONATA BIS FUGA

MAESTRO SYMFONIA

OPUS HARMONIA

TANGO

PRE-DOCTORAL RESEARCHERS

ADVANCED RESEARCHERS

OPEN TO ALL RESEARCHERS

researchers without doctorate

(academic affiliation not 

required)

PhD candidates with a 

commenced registration and 

conferment procedure for a 

doctoral degree

emerging researchers with up 

to 7 years since the award of 

PhD

researchers with a PhD 

obtained between 2 and 12

years prior to submitting the 

proposal

researchers with a PhD

obtained within 7 years prior

to submitting the proposal

advanced researchers 

conducting pioneering 

research

eminent researchers running

cross-domain projects

a wide range of researchers at 

every stage of their research 

career

researchers wanting to carry 

out projects in international 

cooperation

researchers wanting to apply 

the results of basic research

„
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EARLY CAREER RESEARCHERS

High on the list of NCN duties is to support the growth of researchers at

the pre-doctoral and doctoral level. The NCN earmarks no less than 20% of

its overall funding for this purpose. Half of all proposals awarded funding

were granted to young researchers.

of the overall funding grant under NCN calls concluded in 2015

was allocated to research projects, internships and scholarships

of young researchers

of all proposals awarded funding in 2015 were submitted by

young researchers below 35 years of age

. . 25



PANELS
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HS – ARTS, HUMANITIES AND

SOCIAL SCIENCES

HS 1 Fundamental questions of human existence and the nature of 

reality

HS 2 Cultures and cultural production

HS 3 The study of the human past

HS 4 Individuals, institutions, markets

HS 5 Law, political studies, regional and social policies

HS 6 Human nature and human society



PANELS
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NZ – LIFE SCIENCES

ST – PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

AND ENGINEERING

ST 1 Mathematics

ST 2 Fundamental constituents of 

matter

ST 3 Condensed matter physics

ST 4 Physical and analytical chemical 

sciences

ST 5 Materials and synthesis

ST 6 Computer science and   

informatics

ST 7 System and telecommunication

engineering

ST 8 Products and processes

engineering

ST 9 Astronomy and space research

ST 10 Earth system sciences

NZ 1 Molecular biology, structural 

biology, biotechnology

NZ 2 Genetics, genomics

NZ 3 Celular and developmental biology

NZ 4 Biology of tissues, organs and 

organisms

NZ 5 Human and animal noninfectious

diseases

NZ 6 Human and animal immunology and

infection

NZ 7 Diagnostic tools, therapies and 

public health

NZ 8 Evolutionary an environmental

biology

NZ 9 Applied life sciences and 

biotechnology



PROPOSAL EVALUATION 

PROCESS
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PROPOSAL EVALUATION 
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In order to select the very best proposals, the NCN employs an evaluation

procedure based on a two-stage peer review procedure.

The NCN Council adopted a general rule of taking into account, in

carefully considered proportion, both the quality of the proposal and the

achievements of the researchers.

The evaluation procedure starts with an admissibility and eligibility check

performed by the NCN Coordinators which covers assessing the proposal

for completeness and accuracy of submission.

The projects are afterwards peer reviewed by members of the NCN Expert

Teams and consists of two stages.



PROPOSAL EVALUATION 
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STAGE ONE

The proposals are evaluated by reviewers grouped in NCN expert teams

appointed for each call. During a panel meeting each proposal undergoes

preliminary evaluation and is either recjected or accepted for the second

stage of evaluation, based on the result of peer review performed earlier

by two members ot the expert meeting.

STAGE TWO

Proposals accepted in the first phase undergo further evaluation by

external experts, both Polish and foreign. Based on those evaluations the

expert panels make final decisions on financing chosen projects. Most of

the accepted proposals will be directed to foreign experts who are

chosen following the recommendations of the members of the expert

teams.



STAGE ONE
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STAGE TWO
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INTERNATIONAL 

COOPERATION
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

ARTS, HUMANITIES

AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

LIFE SCIENCES

PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

AND ENGINEERING

Healthy Diet 



SELECTED STATISTICS
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2011- 2015 

NCN IN NUMBERS

60 22 68

10 716 1 bln 18%*

* percentage of proposals that were awarded funding 

58 292
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2015 IN A NUTSHELL

Number of proposals submitted and grants awarded in calls concluded by

research domain, including success rate.
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Number of External Reviewers in 2015

EXPERTS AND REVIEWERS
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2015

1 253 experts in 92 Expert Teams.

7 308 External Reviewers who

contributed 9 553 reviews. 

79% of them were foreign-based 

reviewers who contributed 5 773

reviews. 
79%

21%

foreign-based reviewers

other external reviewers

7 308
External 

Reviewers
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www.ncn.gov.pl

More information available at:

Thank you for your attention!


